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Office of the City Manager

November 5, 2007

The Honorable Kathy Porter
City of Takoma Park

7500 Maple Avenue
Takoma Park, MD 20912

Dear Mayor Porter:

Thank you for your October 5 and October 19, 2007 letters, in which you
express concemns and offer alternative site configurations regarding the
proposed joint development at the Takoma Metrorail station.

We appreciate the level of effort and detailed attention you have brought to
addressing your transit access and site planning concerns.

At this point in the review process, we cannot submit a transit facility

replacement proposal to our Board of Directors that is materially different from

the plan that was presented for the Compact public hearing in October 2006.
| Therefore, our focus must be on obtaining a Board decision on the staff report
that was presented to the public in mid-August, and on which we accepted
comment through October 5, 2007.

We have provided materials describing this proposal to the Board along with

comments on the proposal and our responses to the comments received, and

at this point the Board is deliberating on what action it will take. Its options

include approval; denial; an order to revise the proposal and go through a

: second public hearing process; or delay of consideration. While the Board is

o4 considering its decision on this proposal, Metro staff is in a "pencils down"
Metropolitan frea ‘ L

R — mode, and cannot entertain alternative proposals that have not been

submitted publicly as timely comment. Therefore, | regret that at this time we



The Honorable Kathy Porter
Page 2

Consideration of the final staff report is scheduled to take place during a
special meeting of our Board of Directors on November 8, 2007. WMATA's
subsequent actions will be based upon the direction we receive from our
Board.

Again, we very much appreciate the level of detailed attention you have given
0 this important project.

ohn B. Catoe, Jr.
General Managgr

cc:  Martin O'Malley, Governor of Maryland
Isiah Leggett, Montgomery County Executive




